
AAHA Microchipping and Scanning  
of Companion Animals Online Course

Combined with a collar and current name tag, a microchip increases the 
likelihood of a lost pet being safely reunited with its owner. However, im-
proper implantation or scanning of microchips can lead to failure of either 
the microchip or scanner to perform effectively. Through an educational 
grant from Schering-Plough Home Again LLC, the American Animal Hospi-
tal Association (AAHA) created an online microchipping course to educate 
staff members of veterinary hospitals, animal control facilities, and shelters 
about proper implantation and scanning procedures and more. 

The course takes approximately one hour to complete. Learners must 
earn a minimum score of 80% on a final test of 20 questions to success-
fully complete the course. Upon successful completion of this free course, 
participants earn a certificate of completion and one hour of self-paced 
continuing education from AAHA. 

An additional step may be taken to earn an AAHA Certificate of Achieve-
ment after passing the course. This step is in accordance with states that 
have their own practice acts and regulations allowing microchip implanta-
tion. Upon submission of a verification of observation form that certifies that 
the person has performed the microchipping and scanning procedures on 
two companion animals under the direct supervision and in the presence 
of a licensed veterinarian, participants receive a certificate of achievement 
in microchipping and scanning of companion animals.

Insertion of microchips is intended to be performed by pet health care pro-
fessionals. State rules and regulations about implanting microchips vary. 
Some states consider this a surgical procedure; therefore, only a licensed 
veterinarian can implant microchips in those states. Please consult your 
state’s veterinary medical board and practice act for rules and regulations.

Those who will benefit include:
Veterinarians yy

Practice managers yy

Veterinary technicians yy

Veterinary assistants yy

Front office staff yy

Kennel staff yy

Shelter personnel yy

Animal control officersyy

Veterinary studentsyy

Veterinary technician studentsyy

Topics to be covered:
Rationale for microchipping yy

Equipment used yy

How scanners work yy

ISO microchip standards yy

How to implement microchipping in yy
your practice 

How to scan animals yy

The implantation procedure yy

Paperwork, databases and registration yy

The owner-animal reunification processyy

Free Registration
www.aahanet.org/learningcenter/ 

microchip_scanning.aspx

Technical Support 
support@inspiredelearning.com 

Comments or Suggestions
elearning@aahanet.org Made possible by an educational grant 

from Schering-Plough HomeAgain LLC


